


Dear LBP families, dancers, and guests,

I want to welcome you to our performance of Cinderella.  Cinderella is the 
quintessential fairy tale. From the kind and compassionate spirit of Cinderella, 
to the hilarity of the stepsisters’ antics, the transformative power of Fairy 
Godmother, to the happy ending, Cinderella is magic.  

Magic also describes this year’s cast. Not only is this the largest spring ballet 
cast in LBP history, it is an extra special cast led by our group of 8 seniors- 
Anna, Audrey, Chelmari, Emily, Jane, Jaylize, Mary, and Pen. This group is yet 
another example of how LBP not only improves your dance ability but molds you 
and becomes your family.  Not only do they support one another to create 
beautiful dances, they also support and care for each other tremendously behind 
the scenes too. They lead the next generation with their dancing ability, work 
ethic, and true caring for one another.  

I am overcome with emotion as reality sinks in that this is their last ballet 
production at LBP.  Many of them have danced with us since they were itty bitty 
and we have been so privileged to watch them grow up in front of our eyes. Just 
like Cinderella gets her happily ever after, we wish the same for these seniors as 
we send them out into the world.  I just hope they remember to visit us often as 
they, like this ballet, hold a very special place in my heart.  

I would be remiss if I did not also give a special shout out to our many board 
members and volunteers who are the parents of our seniors.  It has been a joy 
and a privilege woking behind the scenes with all of you over the past 15 years.  
Thank you for helping make LBP the place it is today and for helping make these 
productions possible. Without you, we would not be able to do this for our 
dancers.  It is unfathomable to imagine LBP without you. 

To my non-senior dancers and their families-- I am so proud of all the hard 
work you have put into this production. I am looking forward to seeing all of you 
grow up and take the reins as the leaders of the studio’s next generation.  To the 
families of these dancers, I hope you consider becoming an active volunteer or to 
continue to volunteer at a deeper level to help the studio continue our magic for 
the next generation to come.  It is such fulfilling work that not only gives our 
dancers amazing opportunities but helps us create a dance family for a lifetime.  

Lastly, I would like to thank Keenan, our guest artist, for helping to make this a 
special experience of our dancers. Thank you for all you do to help support our 
dancers and make them shine. You, too, have become an important part of our 
LBP family. 

Now sit back, relax, and let yourself be swept away into a world of magic where 
dreams come true. 

Gratefully, 

Elizabeth Johnson
Artistic Director
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ACT ONE              Scene 1
Once upon a time there lived a young girl named Cinderella. Since the death of her 
mother and her father’s remarriage, her life has been hard. Her stepmother bullies 
her and treats her as a servant, while her two daughters, jealous of Cinderella’s 
beauty, allow her only rags to wear.  Cinderella's father weakly allows himself to be 
dominated by his shrewish second wife and does nothing to help his own ill-treated 
daughter.

The family is going about their regular business -- the stepsisters fighting amongst 
themselves, Cinderella daydreaming about a better life and spending time with her 
friends the Mouse and Cat, the stepmother bullying Cinderella into doing menial 
chores -- when an old beggar woman appears at the door.  The stepmother and her 
daughters attempt to chase her away, but Cinderella is moved by pity and gives bread 
to the old woman.

Later, a messenger arrives with an invitation to a ball at the palace, and the news 
throws the house into turmoil.  Cinderella’s father is sent out to procure new clothes 
and shoes for them to wear.  A dressmaker and a  jeweler arrive, and attempt to 
outfit the stepsisters, while a dance master tries to teach them to dance. They noisily 
depart for the ball, leaving a sad and shabby Cinderella behind, and do not notice the 
reappearance of the beggar woman.  The old woman’s rags fall away and she reveals 
herself as none other than Cinderella’s Fairy Godmother.
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ACT ONE              Scene 2
With a wave of her magic wand, the Fairy Godmother conjures up four fairy queens 
and their attendants who gift Cinderella with the elements to transform her into a 
radiantly beautiful princess.  The Fairy Godmother warns Cinderella that she must 
leave the ball by midnight, otherwise all her finery will disappear. Summoning the 
Twelve Hours, the Fairy Godmother commands them to warn Cinderella when 
midnight comes. In a golden coach drawn by unicorns, surrounded by the fairies and 
a magical entourage, Cinderella sets off for the palace.
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ACT TWO
The dancing begins as everyone eagerly awaits the arrival of the Prince.  The two 
stepsisters clumsily display their dancing skills, Jesters dance to entertain the guests, 
Cinderella’s family draws all eyes with their attention-grabbing antics. Finally, the 
Prince enters. Then, magical sounds announce Cinderella’s arrival. Everyone is 
struck by the grace and beauty of the mysterious newcomer. The Prince offers 
Cinderella  his arm and, as they dance, love is born in their hearts. The generous 
Prince offers the rarest fruit of his kingdom - oranges - to his guests. The stepsisters 
manage to each get one and dance around in ecstasy. Suddenly, the great clock lights 
up and the Twelve Hours appear. Cinderella tears herself from the Prince’s arms and 
runs from the ballroom and out of the palace. The Prince rushes in pursuit, but only 
finds her sparkling slipper. He vows that he will not rest until he finds her again.
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ACT THREE              Scene 1
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All the women of the kingdom wish the beautiful slipper fit their foot, so they could 
marry the Prince. Sadly, they know it doesn’t belong to them, though they are all 
determined to try the slipper.

Deciding that his Princess must have come from some distant land, the Prince sets off 
for the four corners of the earth to look for her. He meets countless ladies who all vie 
for his attention and a chance to try the slipper. In the West he meets a Spanish 
temptress and her companions, but the slipper will not fit her foot. In the Far East he 
is delayed by a Chinese Princess and her handmaidens, but even her delicate foot will 
not fit the slipper.  Though the Prince and his Friend search far and wide, they 
cannot find his Princess.

ACT THREE              Scene 2
After the ball, Cinderella finds herself in rags again and wonders whether her 
meeting with the Prince was all a dream.  But no...a single jeweled slipper remains.  
Hiding the slipper, Cinderella goes about her chores. Then it is announced that the 
Prince is traveling up and down the land, trying the slipper on every girl he meets.  
Soon he arrives, and is now so desperate that he tries it on the large-footed sisters 
and even on their mother. Cinderella’s Mouse friend boldly reveals her slipper and 
the Prince sees that this poorly dressed servant is the mysterious Princess who has 
awakened love in his heart.
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ACT THREE              Scene 3
Cinderella’s Fairy Godmother appears and spirits the couple away into the 
enchanted forest. The Prince and Cinderella proclaim their love and set out to live 
happily ever after.
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Keenan Kangas was born and raised in Lansing Michigan. 
Struggling to fit in, Keenan tried just about every sport offered 
before finally taking his first official ballet class at Lansing 
Community College (LCC) at the age of 18. From LCC, Keenan 
transferred to Grand Valley State University (GVSU) where he 
eventually graduated with a B.S. in Women, Gender and 
Sexuality Studies and a Minor in Dance.

While at GVSU, Keenan made dance an obsession, vigorously 
training with some of the best ballet instruction offered in the 
entire state of Michigan, not only at the college, but in private 
lessons, drop-in classes, and intensives with professional and 
pre-professional companies such as the Grand Rapids Ballet, 
Eisenhower Dance Detroit and West Michigan Youth Ballet.

After graduating straight into the 2020 COVID lockdowns, 
Keenan took the chance of a lifetime to move to Chicago. As life 
opened back up, he auditioned for Ardent Dance Company and 
is now in his third season as a company member. Aside from 
dancing, Keenan is a Pre-Kindergarten teacher at The Goddard 
School Lincoln Park. 

GUEST DANCER









Artistic Director
Elizabeth Johnson

Le Ballet Petit Guild, Inc. is a member of the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers

4630 North Francisco Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60625 

773-463-3385  
www.leballetpetit.org 

The Le Ballet Petit Guild, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization founded by Kittie LaPointe in 1954 and 

chartered in the State of Illinois in 1964.

In addition to providing many great performance 
experiences, LBP maintains its own dance school with 
three studios. Classes are offered at graded levels for 

children and adults in Ballet, Pointe, Tap, Jazz, Hip Hop, 
Contemporary, Acro, Lyrical, Flamenco, and Yoga.

@lbpschoolofdance
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