




 LBP families and guests,

 

Welcome to today’s performance of Sleeping Beauty. We are thrilled that you are here and 

are excited to show you the culmination of our hard work.  

 

The Spring Ballet has always held a very special place in my heart. The opportunity to 

expose our dancers to various ballets throughout their training at LBP along with the 

warming temperatures of spring make for a very special time in our studio.  When we think 

of spring, we think about buds blossoming and plants growing. This reminds me of our 

talented dancers I have the privilege of teaching and watching grow. As each class 

graduates, I am always so proud of the evolution our seniors go through to get to this 

point. In today’s production we are lucky to watch seven of our seniors who have 

blossomed into beautiful dancers, mentors and people. I would like to take a minute to 

celebrate each of them.  

 

Abby is a talented dancer, a great supporter of her fellow dancers and always willing to 

jump in where needed.  Anna exhibits strength in her dancing which will serve her well in 

life. Ada’s unparallel acting talent and ability to adapt to any situation will help her go far. 

Lalah captivates the audience with her stage presence and charisma on and off the stage. I 

have no doubt that we will see both Lalah and Ada’s names in lights one day. Angeles has 

strong determination and drive which is evident in all she does. Lara’s passion for dance 

and life exudes out of all she does. Ella is the epitome of power and grace both on and off 

the stage. 

 

I couldn’t be prouder of these seniors who truly embody our motto - “Everyone can dance!”  

LPB prides itself on cultivating positivity, camaraderie, dedication, and a passion for 

dance. These graduates have it all and will carry these very qualities to be successful in 

their next chapter. I cannot wait to see what they will do in the future.  

 

Thank you for being here today. Please sit back, relax, and cherish the amazing work of our 

talented group of students. 

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth Johnson 

Artistic Director
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ACT ONE ‐ AURORA'S CHRISTENING

Once upon a time, in a land far away, a princess named Aurora was born to the King 
and Queen. All were invited to the grand christening celebration where the Lilac Fairy 
and the fairies of Serenity, Vitality, Charity, Joy, and Valor, bestow their blessings 
upon the child. In the midst of all the excitement, the Master of Ceremonies forgot to 
invite Maleficent, the wicked fairy. Offended by their neglect, Maleficent arrives at the 
celebration to bestow her gift upon Aurora. Out of spite, she casts a spell over the 
princess saying that on her sixteenth birthday, she will prick her finger and die. 
However, the Lilac Fairy had yet to give her blessing and says that the princess will 
not die but sleep for one hundred years until kissed by her true love.
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ACT TWO ‐ AURORA'S 16TH BIRTHDAY

Sixteen years have passed and celebrations for Aurora's birthday are underway. 
Fearing Maleficent's curse, the king banished all spindles from the kingdom. The 
king's steward catches two women with a knitting needle, a crime punishable by 
death. However, the king pardons them in honor of his daughter's birthday, Aurora 
arrives and the kingdom celebrates, until Aurora is met by an old woman, Maleficent 
in disguise, who gives her a spindle. Enchanted by this unfamiliar object, Aurora 
begins to dance and refuses to hand the needle to her parents. She pricks her finger 
and Maleficent reveals herself, pleased that her curse has come to pass. Maleficent 
makes her escape as the Lilac Fairy puts the entire kingdom to sleep until the curse is 
broken.
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ACT THREE ‐ THE VISION AND AWAKENING

One hundred years later, Prince Philip is out hunting with his party in the forest to 
celebrate his birthday. Philip dismisses them, wanting to be alone. He is unhappy 
because he has not found love. The Lilac Fairy comes to him and, seeing his 
unhappiness, shows him a vision of Princess Aurora. He instantly falls in love and the 
Lilac Fairy leads him to the castle to break the curse and awaken the princess. In 
order to do this, he first must defeat Maleficent. The fairies bestow upon him the 
Sword of Truth and the Shield of Virtue. After defeating Maleficent, he finds Princess 
Aurora and kisses her. The spell is broken and Aurora and the kingdom awaken. 
Prince Philip professes his love and they become engaged to be married.
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ACT FOUR ‐ THE WEDDING
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The wedding Celebration begins as the guests arrive. The Lilac Fairy enters followed 
by Aurora's childhood friends – The Bluebird and Princess Florine, Puss and Boots, 
the Jewels, and Little Red Riding Hood and the Wolf also are invited to attend this 
magical event. Princess Aurora and her Prince are married and receive the blessing of 
the Lilac Fairy – to live happily ever after.





Keenan Kangas was born and raised in Lansing Michigan. 
Struggling to fit in, Keenan tried just about every sport offered 
before finally taking his first ballet class at Lansing Community 
College at the age of 19. From LCC, Keenan transferred to Grand 
Valley State University where he eventually graduated with a 
B.S. in Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies and a Minor in 
Dance.

While at GVSU, Keenan was blessed to receive some of the best 
ballet instruction offered in the entire state of Michigan, not 
only at the college, but in private lessons, drop-in classes, and 
intensives with professional and pre-professional companies 
such as the Grand Rapids Ballet, Eisenhower Dance Detroit and 
West Michigan Youth Ballet. 

After graduation, Keenan auditioned for Ardent Dance Company 
in Chicago, IL, where he is now a company member. Aside from 
dancing, Keenan is currently a preschool teacher at Children’s 
Learning Place Logan Square. 

GUEST DANCER



Ryan Schwaar trained at Dance Academy of Libertyville before 
earning Bachelor's Degrees in Dance, Business Management, 
and Accounting from Grand Valley State University in 2019.
 
He has performed with the Francesca Harper Project and 
attended intensives with Jazz Theater of Illinois, Inaside Dance 
Chicago, and the Cambrians. He studied dance in Florence, Italy 
in 2017; received the Alexander Calder Honors Dance 
Scholarship in Spring 2018; and interned at Hubbard Street 
Dance Chicago in the summer of 2018. In Spring 2019, his self-
choreographed solo, "the same person" was chosen to represent 
GVSU at ACDA twice, after which he danced as a performing 
apprentice with Cerqua Rivera Dance Theatre in Chicago from 
2019-2020.

Ryan is currently a company member with Water Street Dance 
Milwaukee and spends his days reading, practicing yoga, and 
working from home.

GUEST DANCER
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Le Ballet Petit Guild 
would like to thank 

The Donald and Lorena 
Meier Foundation

for their continued and  
generous support

The Donald and Lorena Meier Foundation is a not-for-profit 501 (C)(3) 
corporation. It was started by Donald and Lorena Meier, to support higher 
education opportunities, community and performing arts organizations.







Artistic Director
Elizabeth Johnson

Le Ballet Petit Guild, Inc. is a member of the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers

4630 North Francisco Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60625 

773-463-3385  
www.leballetpetit.org 

The Le Ballet Petit Guild, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization founded by Kittie LaPointe in 1954 and 

chartered in the State of Illinois in 1964.

In addition to providing many great performance 
experiences, LBP maintains its own dance school with 
three studios. Classes are offered at graded levels for 

children and adults in Ballet, Pointe, Tap, Jazz, Hip Hop, 
Contemporary, Acro, Lyrical, Flamenco, and Yoga.

@lbpschoolofdance
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